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at that time, to believe a man to have been celestially begotten; the in-
tercourse of gods with women was then a matter of familiar opinion, Their
Jupiter, according to their accounts, had cohabited with hundreds; the
story therefore had nothing in it either new, wonderful or obscene; it was
conformable to the opinions that then prevailed among the people called
Gentiles, or My thologists, and it was those people only that believed it.
The Jews, who had kept strictly to the belief of one God, and no more,
and who had always rejected the heathen mythology, never credited the
story.
It is curious to observe how the theory of what is called the Christian
Church, sprung out of the tail of heathen mythology, A direct incorpora-
tion took place in the first instance, by .making the reputed founder to be
celestially begotten. The trinity of gods that then followed was no other
than a reduction of the former plurality, which was about twenty or
thirty thousand; the statue of Mary succeeded the statue of Diana of
Ephesus; the deification of heroas changed into the canonization of
saints; the mythologists had gods for every thing; the Christian My-
thologists had saints for every thing; the church became as crowtled with
the one, as the pantheon had been with the other; and Rome was the place
of both. The Christian theory is little else than the idolatry of the ancient
Mythologists, accommodated to the purpose's of power and revenue; and
it yet remains to reason and philosophy to abolish the amphibious fraud.
Nothing that is here said can apply, even with the most distant dis*
respect, to the real character of Jesus Christ. He was a virtuous and an
amiable man. The morality that he preached and practised was of the
most benevolent kind; and though similar systems of morality had been
preached by Confucius, and by some of the Greek philosophers* many
years before; by the Quakers since; and by many good men in all ages,
it has not betfn exceeded by any*
Jesus Christ wrote no account of himself, of his birth, parentage, or
anything else; not a line of what is called the New Testament is of his
own writing. The history of him is altogether the work of other people;
and as to the account given of his resurrection and ascension, it was the
necessary counterpart to the story of his birth. His historians, having
brought him into the world in a supernatural manner, were obliged to
take him out again in the same manner, or the first part of the story must
have fallen to the ground.
The wretched contrivance with which this latter part is told, exceeds
every thing that went before it. The first part, that of the miraculous con-
ception, was not a thing that admitted of publicity; and therefore the tell-*